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Hou that doſtgead or heate this worke 
I with theeto doe this 

Repent in time, and linne forſake, 
Amend what is amille. 

But if thou wilt adde ſinne to linne, 
Not minding to amend: 

This Sermon ſhall a witndile be 
Againſt thee in the end. 

Some that haue heard this read of late, 
Lamenting much. their ſinne, 

. Hane chang'd their former manners, and 

Anewilife no beginne. dn 


Te 


Ti 5 450 Reader. 


| Lthough I was moſt vnweil- 
Niling, that this poore Talent 
Jand trauell of mine, ſbould 
Neuer haue beene broached 
abroad, and come to light, 
both 5 it may ſeeme as Candle 
lighted at Noone· day, as alſo becauſe 
many other mens doings might more 
worthily a great deale haue beene publi- 
ſhed and committed vnto letters; yet be- 
cauſe diuers which heard it preached with 
a liuely voyce, were very inſtant, yea and 
more then importunate with me, to haue 
it publiſhed, vſing ſuch reaſons as I could 
not greatly gaine-ſay, I did at the Jaſt 
yeeld to their requeſt; and ſo this vn- 
timely fruit is come abroad to be ſolde in 


A 2 open 


_ 


To the Reader. | 


n markets. Let no man therefore be 
offended, that I haue not ſtrained my ſelfe 
to flye an high pitch, to foame out the 
froath of mans wiſedome, and to make a 
great few of learning, by blowing the 
bladder of vanitie till it burſt with ſwel- 
ling: for that is not my vſe, I ſeeke eſpeci- 
ally the ſaluation of the ſimple and igno- 
rant : and therefore ſtoope downe to 
their reach and capacitie. Thereforel be. 
ſeech thee, gentle Reader, accept my 

good meaning : Reade this without 
preiudice, like it as thou proſiteſtʒ 
ſo fhalt thou haue praiſe 
of Go p, and com- 
fort in thy Con- 
ſcience. 
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LvKe 13.5. 
I tellyou nay, but except you repent, you 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 


& occaſion of theſe wozds 
8883 of our Loꝛd and Dauiour Jes 
Fi DT ſus Chzift, was, becauſe there 

1 D werecertaine that chewed hun 

the Galileans, whoſe blond Pi- 
late had mingled with their 


owne ſacrifices, that is, murthered them as 


they were ſacrificing, and ſs their bloud was 
mingled with the bloud of the beaſts which 
were ſacrificed, Theſe men therefoze thawght 
that thoſe Galileans were greater ſinners then 
all other Galileans, becauſe thep had ſuffered 
ſuch things: and that thoſe eighteene alſo, vpon 
whom the Tower in Siloam fell t ſlew them, 
were ſinners abone all the men that dwelt 
in Ieruſalem.Wherein thep did vtter a ſecref 
coʒruption naturally eng endꝛed in al men: that 
is, berp ſharply to ſi into the ſins of others, 
ſeucrelp to cenſure 2 but in the meant 
A4 while 
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while to flaffer themſelues, t fo be blindfolde 
in ſ&ing their owne nncs . F62- theſe men 
thought, becavſe the like iudgements did not 
fall ppon them; 3 therefoze th ere well co 
nough, they were not ſo great ſinners, but ra- 
ther highly in the faudur of God, acco2ding as 
many do faiſcty ſuppoſe, that they are alwaies 
the woꝛſt ſozt of people whom God doth, moſt 
ſttike and pzcfſe with his puniſhing hand, ha⸗ 
umg foꝛgotten that God doth not kepean 02s 
dinary rate here.below, to puniſh euer ma 
as he 1s woꝛſt. oꝛ to favour and cocker him a 
he is beſt, but onelytaketh ſome examples a 
he thinketh god koꝛ the inſtruction and adget 
tiſements ot alt others, and to he as it wereios 
king-gtafics, loherein euery man map ſi big 
plune face. yra, and his owne.canſs handled; 
and that Gad is a ſeuere rtuenger of ſin, that 
all men map learne by the example of ſome to 
tremble and beware, leaſt peraduenture they 
be wozthily conſtrayned to kepe their owne 
turnes, and to know what they haue de ſerved, 
CTheſe men, which bꝛought theſe newes to out 
Sauiour Cbꝛiſt had taken ſoꝛth this leſſon: 
wherenpon our Danfour is iuſtly occaſtoned 
fo'cozrect their irronious and ſiniſter iudge⸗ 
ment, and to teach them that they muſt not rey 
iavte at the iuſt puniſhnent of others, but ra⸗ 
ther be inſtructed thereby to repent. - | , 
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And further, to ſijgniſie that Cod doth not 
a!waics moſt pumiſh the moſt natqzious cffeuts 
ders, as Purtherers, Thæues, Robbers; 
Whozemongers,15laſphemcrs,Quarrelics, 
Scoffers, and ſuch like: but reſerneth them 
vnto the (udgement of the great dap, and as tt 
were, fatteth them againſt the day ol ſlaugh⸗ 
ter; and theretoze he anſwereth them nega⸗ 
tiuely; and ſaith; No, oʒ not ſo, but except yeres 
pent;ye ſhall likewiſe all periſh: Ag if he would 
ay: Free all of this opinion inderd, that only 
monſtrous ſinners are puniſhed in this wozld, 
and others let alone: oꝛ that the Galileans, and 
thoſe 18. vpon whom the Tower of Siloam 
fell were greater ſinners then ali others? Oz 
doe pon thinke becauſe the ſame-tudgements 
haue not light vpon you, therefoze pou ſhall 
ſteale away in the darke, and eſcape the indge⸗ 
ments of God, No, no, you are deteiued: o 
I ſay vnto pou, that extept vou mourne 4 la⸗ 
ment foꝛ pour ſins, and fall to ſome agreement 
with God in time. pou ( J ſap euen you, which 
are ſo rcadp to condemne others, and inſtiſte 
pour ſelues ) Hall not only periſh with the like 
ludgements in this pꝛeſent woꝛld, but be euer⸗ 
laſtingly condemned in the woꝛld to come, 
Do that our Sauiour in ſo ſaping, doth thunder 
downe a moſt dꝛeadfull ſentence vpon all our 
ene : foz he concludeth and ſetteth * 

at 
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that all men lining vpon the face of the earth, 
Whether they be high oz low, rich oz paze, 
.poung 62 old, noble oz vnnoble, learned oz vn⸗ 
learned; ſimple o2 politike, of what eſtate,de- 
gre, and condition ſoeuer they be, liuing and 
dying without repenfance, ſhall perith and be 
damned in hell-fire foz ener. The Scriptures 
are fall efſachthunder-bolts.lob.3.18.Herhat 
beleeues not is damned already. And 2Cor.1 3.5 
Proue your ſelues whether you are in the faith; 
examine your ſelues, know ye not your ſelues 
that Ieſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates? Where the Apoſtle flatly ſetteth downe 
that all thoſe which haue not Chꝛiſt dwelling 
in their hearts by faith, which is the houſhold 
fiffer of repentance, are not better then repꝛa⸗ 
bates, caſt- awapes, and condemned perſons. 
But betauſe the moſt people in theſe daies are 
grofly deceiued in repentance : both concer- 
ning what it is, what it meaneth, what it woꝛ⸗ 
keth, what be the qualities and conditions of 
if, which be the cauſes, and which be the lets 
andhindzances;andalſo why, when, and wher⸗ 
fo:e we ſhanldrepent:therefoze J haue a pꝛe⸗ 
ſent intent to teach, firſt, what is repentance: 
Secondly, which be her qualities and effects: 
Thirdly, when we ſhould repent: Fourthly, 
wherefoze we ſhould repent : And laſt of all, 
what letteth vs from repentance. Which 
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and method of teaching, although ſome map 
millike (as indede with me it is not o2dinarp) 
yet conſidering the matter J haue in hand, I 
thinke it not inconuentent. But to the matter. 
Repentance is an outward ſozrowing and 
tontinuall mourning in the heart and conſci⸗ 
encefo2 ſin, ioyned with faith, and both in ward 
and outward amendment. Inward, J ſap, in 
changing the thoughts and affccaions of the 
heart, and outward in changing the woꝛds and 
wozksfrom euill to god. This repentance, no 
doubt, was in Dauid : who when he was co- 
uertly repꝛoued by the Pꝛophet Nathan and 
his ſins laid befoze his eyes, didnotfubbeznip 
defend them, and ſo iuſtle againſt God:noz pet 
ſetretly accuſe them, and daube them ouer, dut 
cryed out in the bitterneſſe ol his heart. haue 
linned, and thereupon made the 51. Plalme, 
a Pſalme indeed full of dolour and heauineſſe, 
wherein the Pꝛophet bewaileth his faults, la- 
menteth his ſins, and pꝛayeth euen fo2 a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit, new thoughts, new 
affections,new purpoſes ofamendment of life: 
fo that in Dauid we may ſc an inward ſezrow⸗ 
ing, a laſting griefe (as the Boke ofÞſalmes 
doth euerp where declare, which lapeth him 
out, as it were in an Anatomy ) yea,and great 
refo:matfon, both in ward, + outward ſins. 
Bere therefoze behold what is W 
Likes 
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Likewiſe S. Peter thꝛough infirmitie ha⸗ 
ning denied his Loꝛd and Maſter Chꝛiſt, and 
deing pinched of his owne conſcience; and 
wakened with the alarme ol a pwze Cokes 
crowing, went out of the court of Pilate, with 
an heauy heart, weeping bitterly, and euer al⸗ 
ter ſtoutip pzofeſſing Chꝛiſt, euen vnto the 
death. Se then what is repentante. The Pꝛo⸗ 
phets in the old Ceſtament, exhoꝛting the re 
bellions Jewes vnto repentance, d ſe com⸗ 
monly an-Hebzew Uerbe, which ſignifies 
turne pe, oꝛ returne pte, t come backe againe: 
by the which Metaphoꝛ is meant, that like as 
a man that is ſtraped farre out of his wap, 
muſt returne quite backe againe the contrary 
way: Bo thoſe that haue ſfrayco from the 
wap of godlinefſe to the way ol ſinne, muſt 
tome backe againe as faſt as euer they went 
foꝛward, and altogether change the courſe of 
. their life, ſo that repentante is an earneſt tur⸗ 
ning bnto God, with all our heart, ſoule and 
minde. S. lohn Baptiſt and the Apoſtles in the 
new Teſtament, exhoꝛting vato repentance, 
vſe the Gꝛerke wozd, which ſigniſtethu chan⸗ 
ging ok the minde after ward, oz after · wit: ſo 
that thoſe which thzongh their folly, and want 
of foꝛmer wit, hane ſlipped into the deepe pit, 
and dangerous gulfe of ſinne, when they come 


vnto themſelues, t haue recouered their ms 
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wili be wiſe after ward, and take herd they — 
ner come there againe, accoꝛding to the 
verbe: The burnt childe will take heed of he 
fire. By this time I hope pou ſes what is res 
pentance; it is not tuety ſozrow, but ſozrow' 
fo2 nne: not foz ſome ſinne;biit foz all inne: 
noꝛ koꝛ an houre, but foꝛ euer: not foz a dap, 
but töntinually: not foz a werke but as long 
as we lige. Some thinks euer y ſozrow is res: 
pentarice, but fo ſhould wozlolmgs repent. 
Some thinke euer y little pant fo inne is re 
penfance, ſo chonuld Pharaoh repent. Some: 
thinke alt weeping ond lamentingfo2 ſinne in 
repentance, ſo ſhould Elau, ſudas, and Cain res 
pent- Some thinke cuery little humbling af 
our ſelues is repentance; but ſo ſhould” Ahabs 
405 50 Some-thinke that god woꝛkes, am 
purpoſes are repentance, but ſo ſhould: 
every 2 man repent, Some thinke that re 
tomatton of woꝛds and diedts is repentanis; 
but ſo thonld einen repent.” Some thinks 
chat tb cry ercy is repentance, and i 
would enery 98 kepent. Von ſer therefoze? 
how many are vecefied in repentance. But 
poi will ſe ohni it is indeed, one backs to that 
. beene fafo defoze * : fog her that will 
ent in god sarneſt, muſt not hang down® 
b SHead like a Bui ruſh foꝛ a dap onely, and 


baue done; ne; stp from . 
Or 
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Lord haue mercy on me, and ſs away: but᷑ hi 
muſt make a backe - reckoning, with diligent 
conſidoration ot his foꝛmer life, as dis the 
Pꝛaphet Dauid, Plal. 119.50. I haue conſide- 
red my wayes, and turned my feete vnto thy 
Teſtimonies. o muſt euery one that mea- 
neth to repent, ſlinke aſide info ſome cozner, 
oz out- place, and there he may haue rome e⸗ 
nongh to beate his owne conſcience, and to 
make his heart ſmart fo2 his ſinnes by ag⸗ 


grauation thereof, and weighing all the cir⸗ 


cumſtances, as in the 9. ot Daniel: The Church 
of God confeſſeth her ſins not lightly, but wich 
wonderfull great exaggeration, and heaping 
vp one thing to another. Ss that it is not 
enough to ſap, I haue ſinned: but to ſap, J 
haue moſt traiterouſly ſinned, J haue molt 
obſtinatelp, careleſlp, and rebellioufly firmed: 
JI haue monſtrouſly offended in ſuch a place, 
in ſucha houſe, in ſuch a company,on ſuch a day, 
in ſuch a coꝛner, in the darkeFcommitted As 
dultery cloſely, when J.þought none had 
ſeene me, in ſuch a chamber J deũtled my neigh⸗ 
bours wife, mine owne conſcience doth accuſe 
me of it: in ſuch and ſuch-company J haue 
biene dzunke, J haue ſpoken and railed againit 
Gods word, J haue mocked the Preachers, 
J haue ſpared no oathes noz filthy ſpeech : 
and now O Lb, Load, what an vgly * 
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d wetched villaine am J : Bere J and: 
before thy pꝛeſence, all naked, blinde, wowr 
ved, poze, wꝛetched and miſerable;hauing de⸗ 
ſerued a thouſand damnations, if thou ſhoul- 
deſt enter into iudgement, and try the Law 


tie and compaſſion vpon mer. Anneint mp 


wounds with the ople of mercy, reftoze me 
my ſight, cloath mpnakedncfle,enrich mo that 


am poze, ſtrengthen me that am weake,help 


me that am fallen: O bid mer not farewell. 
The Infant overcommeth his mother wih 


crying, the childe his father with warping, — 
and the ſernant his maſter by entreatie, am 


wiltnot thou be entreatedD Lozd ? Thus, A 


lap, i enery man would ſpeake in his comſcls' 
ence to God, and thus narrowly, o2 moꝛe navs- 
rowly examine himſelſe, vndoubtediꝝ he were 
in the way ts repentance. 


But alas it is a wozldto le ho the blinds 


Buzzards, and croked Canker-wozmes of 


this wo:ld goe awzy from this rule, decei⸗ 


uing themſelues with the bare title and na⸗ 
— name of Repentance. Many ind&de can 
falke of it, but few walke in it: many ſpeake 
of it, but few fele it: many deſcribe it, buf 
few know it. Jt is hid and locked vp from 
the wozid , and rencaled onely to Gods 


en Manx thinke they haue caught — 


with me.Therefoze J beſeech ther to ſhew pit⸗ 


— — 2 


—_ 


10 A Sermon 


when they haue but the ſhadolv of it: It is ſo 


high that fem tan reach it: It is ſo diepe that 


fewcan come to the bottome of it: It is ſonat⸗ 


rom, that fem can enter into it: So wide, thut 


few can campꝛehend it:. So ſlipperp, that fem 


can ho d it a Sa ſecret, that few can finde it: 
thereloꝛe my deare bꝛethꝛen. I beſech von let 
vs pꝛay into our Gad, that he would reneale 
vnto vs this miſtery, which is hid from the 
wozlo-thatwamay fee it, and know it, finde it, 
and. feele it, to aur endleſſe comfoꝛt, thzough 
Chꝛiſt Jelas. which grace he grant vs. 
But noi to the ſecond poynt, concerning 
the Aualities and Fruits of Kepentante. 
One ſpetialbaualitie of repentance is alwayes 
to bing with it remiſcion of ſinnes : fo; 
where true Repentance goeth befoze, there 
remiſſton of innes muſt neceſlarily follow 
after : Not that Repentance deſerueth remiſ⸗ 
ſion of ſinnesp;! but becauſe where God woꝛ⸗ 
keth Nepentance, there he pardoneth ſinne be⸗ 
cauſe of his pꝛomiſe, as in Ezek 18.27. When 
the wicked turneth away from his wickednes 
that he hath committed, and doth thatwhich 
is la full and right, he ſhallſaue his ſoule aliue. 
And againe, Eſa. 55.7. Lex the wicked forſake 
his waies, and the vnrighteous his owne imagl- 
nations, and turne vnto the Lord, and he will 
haue mereyvpon him. Vn here we ſe to 
PRODY whom 
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wem fozglvenes of fixnes; and the mercy of 
God betongeth ; namely, to the penitent fin- 
ners, fo thoſe that leage fin, and ombzace god- 
lee, fo thoſe that ſozſake their owne wapes 
and imaginations, and turne vato the Lord. 
And as to ſuch as walkitithefr owne wates, x 
t I follow the delights of ſin, without any ſozrow 
& | 0zpurpoſefoleave them,they haue nothing to 
4 

J 


doe with the mercy of God and though Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt had ſuffered an hundꝛed deaths (which 
could not be) pet ſhal no vnpenit ent ſinnet haus 
remiſſion of his ſins by his death-noz an other 
Ddeneitt or his Paſſion: foz they belong only fo 
; bis Church and choſen people here vpon earth. 
| | Þetherefoze that is not of the Church, he that 
is not graſted into Chꝛiſt by faith, hut that is 
) 
F 
| 


not a member of this myſticull body, tan eniop 
nothing by Chriſts death: If any man abide not 
in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, & witherethz 
and men gather them and caſt them into the 
fire, and they burne, loh. 1 5.16. Me read in the 
29. ol Deut. how God barreth all ſtubbozne fins 
ners from his merty, t doth moſt ferriblyſhot 
out againſt them, He that heareth the words of 
this curſe, and bleſſeth himſelfe in his hart, ſay- 
ing; | ſhall haue peace, although | walke ac- 
cording to the rnnes of mine on hart, 
thus adding drunkennes to tllirſt, the Lord wil 
net be mereiful vnto . the wrath = 
| k 
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the Lord, and his jeabouſie fnall ſmokengainſt 
that mad, and euety curſe that is written in this 
booke ſhall light vpon him. that God ſaith 
plainly hs hath no mercy foz ſuch as walke in 
vaine delights of ſin, and in the tubboannes of 
thetr owne harts, adding d2unkennes to thirſt; 
that is,topning one hoꝛrible ſin to another:pet 
fo; all this it is a wonder to ſ& how the blind · 
w6zmes of the woꝛld deceiue themſelnes. Fo; 
they thinke, whatſocuer they ſay, whatſoener 
they doe, be it god, be it euill, whether they re⸗ 
pent oz not repent ; vet they ſhall be ſaved by 
Chꝛiſts death: as though they would make it 
a baud to their ſins, and ſo wozke that villany 
againſt Chꝛiſt. J hope to be ſaved by Chziſts 
death aſwell as the beſt of them all, ſaith ſome. 
But where is thy repentance thou miſerable 
w:etch2Doſt thou thinks that Gods merepis 
common to all 2 and Chꝛiſts death a baud fog 
thyſt1s: No, no: when it commeth-to the vp- 
Got thau ſhalt hop ſhoꝛt. Foz it will pꝛoue far 
otherwiſe, Foz thou ſhait finde Gods:mercy 
turned into iuſtice, and Chꝛiſts death info 
woꝛme- wood, becauſe thou hatedſt knowledge, 
and chuledſt not the feare of the Lozd. Thus 
vou ſ@mp deere bʒethzen that repentance muſk 
nds goe befoꝛe foꝛgiueneſſe of ſin, and where 
ſt leadeth not tho wap, there the gates of Gods 
mereꝑ are ſhut vp:and this is the firit * 
6 0 


— — CC——__ 2 ——— 
— — 7 


DS RSG 1, MY ras © ox x. 


a”, WY YU TH WW R _Yw Ws Ty 


ofRepentance. 
of repentante It hath alſo another co 
and that is to alter and change men from 
they were befoze,not in ſubſtance and 


1 $ 


tion of the hopy, but in the qualities ande ons 


ditions of the minde. Foz Whoſocuer hath 
truely repented, pou hall by and by ſ a mot 
maruellous and wonderfull change in him: ſa 
that he wilinotdo as he hath done noꝛ ſpeak as: 
he hath ſpoken, noꝛ companp as he hath com- 
panyed,noz play the god feilow (as they texme 
it) as hes was wont to doe, noz run the ſame, 
exceſſe to ryot as he was wont. And this is 
that amazeth the wozld, and cauſeth them to 
b:iſtle t foame at the mouth like wilde Bozes, 
and to ſpeake-cnill of them that turns unte 
God: Foz the woꝛld loueth his owne and can 
not abide. that God ſhould plucke one feather 
from his wings; but repentance doth violent⸗ 
ly pull men out of the clawes of Sathan, and 
change them from the condition of the world: 
foz it maketh of pꝛoud, humble: of hurtfull. 
harmieſſe:ofcrack,meke:of wolues, lambes: 
of Lions ſh&pe:of adulterers, chaſte lſaers:of 
dꝛunkards, ſober men: ofſwearers, reuerent 
ſpeakers : of haters, friends: of deſpiſers, em⸗ 
baacers : of (coffers, louers: of earthly, hea- 
venly : of Dinels, Saints: all theſe. wozketh 
repentance. Paul trauelled toward Damaſcus 
a Molten Perſecatoz, a Bloud-ſucker,a Ba- 
1. 13 2 ter, 
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fer, a Deſpflert but ere he came there he was 
quite changed,andcleane of another minde: la 
2 was he that met him in the way. Mhen 
tus Chꝛiſt ſent downe the holy holt vpon 
w Dilciples, actozbing to his pꝛomiſe there 
were fome coffers at Ieruſalem, which moc⸗ 
Ked and ſaid, They are full of new wine, But 
the ſame men cryedont by and by after : Men 
and brethren,what ſhall we doe to be ſaued? 
Pere was a moſt wonderfull and ſodaine 
change. See then the loꝛce of ropentante, when 
God ſtriketh it into the heart of man, and dꝛy⸗ 
ueth the naile fo the head ( as they ſap) it effe- 
tteth that which all the wfſedome and policie ol 
man is not able to bzing to paſſe, and when they 
haue pꝛouled hither and thither, and laid their 
heads together, and ſonght all the coꝛners of 
their wits, vet can they not tell which wap to 
furne their hand, oz where to begin to change 
the hart of a man, and to conuert him to God, 
Cherekoꝛe repentance is ſtronger then all the 
whole world, and wozketh that which all men 
with their naturall wits,fine heads, and depe 
deuiſes cannot compaſſe: foz theconuerſion of 
a ſinner is a wok lupernaturall. Here then ws 
haue a glaſſe to behold our ſelues in, whether 
euer we haue repented oꝛ no: Foꝛ it we linde 
not this change and alteration in vs, we haue 
not repented, and lo conſequentiy remaine — 
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der damnation. Cherefoꝛo let euer man lwke 
vnto himſeife:foz marke how much he is chan⸗ 
ged and altered ſrom his fozmer wicked waits. 
ſo mach hath he repented. And he that in the 
ſame man he was thꝛte, foure, eight, naꝝ thirty 
peers agoe, ſurelp,ſur slv, he hathj not repented, 
and therefoze abideth in damnation. I mar⸗ 
nell then how theſe men, which neuer leit any 
change of alteration wzoaght in them, nap, 
whoſe confctence telleth them that che are 
not changed, noꝛ know what it meaneth, ran 

haue hope bf ſaluation; vnicfſe;peraduaitury, - 
they beliene not this doctrine; oz thinne it ta be 
falſe. J will ſend ouer theſe men tu :fiich:as 
haue beene in the like cals they now-are, and 
pet thought they might doe well enough loz 
all that, although both blind e in iungement, 
and cozrupt in conuerſation. J haue knowne 
and doe know men, which befoze their tonuer⸗ 
ſion and in ward change, were tcountes as hoy 
neſt men as euer bzake bead, and as ſabſtan⸗ 
tiall men as anp could be, and as true dealers, 
vpꝛight liuers, god houke-kepers, 'as'any. of 
theirnaſghbours-: yea;and they had the ſame 
opinion of themſelnes to:and pet notwithftaw 
ding when they haue keit repentance wozking 
this change and alteration in them, though 


the power of the ſpirit, at the pꝛeaching ol the 
woꝛd: and when they r hearts gi⸗ 
3 uen 
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uen them to diſcerne better, aud new eyes tg 
ſe better, as men came out ot a vimpe, haut 
wondzed and maruelled at the palpable and 
groſſe darkneCethep were in befcke, and haus 
burlt fozth into theſe wozds, that they would 


not bein the ſame caſe they were befozemonot 


foz all the woꝛlos gods: foz if thep had dyed 


in that caſe, they were ſure they ſhould haue 


berne damned. But J pꝛay pou what taſe were 
they in defoꝛe? were they not god honeſt men 
and mell accounted of, and honeſt liners, and 


wel tanen whereſoener they cameꝛſarely they 


were o taken in the woꝛld, but now they think 
far otherwiſe of themſelnes, their epes being 
opened, and theiriudgements enlightcned: fog 
now thep ſee that they ſaw not befoꝛe: now 
they vnderſtand that God condeinmeth many 
whom the wozid iuſtiũ eth. Me thinketh this 
example ſhould make ciuiil and wololy men 
feare and ſuſped.themſelues, and knom their 
one miſerp befozeGod. Foz thoſe men were 
as god as they befoze their conuerſton, and yet 
afterward confcffcdthat they were plunged to 
the bottom ot hell, and dꝛolvned in the depth of 
danmation. e that hath eares to hearelet him 
heare : t he that hath eyes to ſæ let him ſe :foꝛ 
if men wil ſtil ſoth themſelues foꝛ all t his that 
they ſhall be ſaued without feeling any change 
oz wozkof reꝑpentance, it wil coſt them ful deer 
$þ 11 * in 
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inthe end. Foz Chꝛilts woꝛds will pꝛone true, 
that whoſoever repenteth not ſhal be dainne d, 
that is, whoſdeuer doth not ſeele in himſelft 
what is repentante, and finde in himſhte the 


-qualittcsthereof hall beconvemned:fexwhert 
repentance is there be the'qualitics bf repens 


tancezand where the qualifies bc abſent there 


is no true tepchtante. Se that where Chaft 
ſaith, Except ye repentye ſnal all periſniit is al 
one as if he had ſaid, except vou know the truth 
of repentante; orcept you canpzorſe bntfo'p6ur 


conſctenees the forginenes of pour ſins; extept 
ye feele ij change and alteratton in the bottom 
of pour heut ks foz all pour fozmer lewd'watcs 


and miſdemtanoꝛs, vou ſhalt ſurely perifh and 


be danmed. But let vs alittle further ſearch 
out the qualities of repentance. The Apoftle in 


the 7, Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle to the 


Corinthians 7 ſetteth downe ſeauen notable 
qualities and'effects of repentance. 

The firſt ofthem henameth Care: For be- 
hold ( ſaith he) this thing, that you haue beene 
godly ſorie, hat care it hath wrought in you: 


that is, an earneſt ſtudp and as it were, a taking 
thought to pleafe God: foz where true repen⸗ 
tante hath ante wꝛought, there kolloweth great 


care afterward t care ( J ſay) to liue in the 


obedience of God : care to keepe a god con- 


ſcience, care to reloꝛme our houſholds, care to 
15 4 inftruct 


18 A Sermon 


jnſtruct dur wiues c hildꝛen, and ſeruants in che 
knowledge of God, cars to pꝛap with them 
moꝛning and euening: and generally, care to 
perfozme all duties belonging to God. Os that 
repentance is not a carglefſe, but a caretull 
thing, Let no man thinke there loze, that al- 
though they welter in carsleſnele ok the flech, 
e ſkepe in ſecuritie all the daies ol their lite. yet 
their repentance is god enough: yes, e though 
they ſpend whole dayes, nights, monthes, and 
peres in vanities, plaies and paſtimes, in idle⸗ 
nes fond delights, pleaſurcs 4 voluptnouſnes, 
in negligence ofall duty,fozgetfulnes of God, 
contempt of all god things: pet faʒ all this they 
repent foz their ſins, t hope to be ſaued as well 
as any other. But alas! how can theſe things 
ſtand together: to repent foz ſin, and to delight 
in fin;fs hate ſin, and to loue ſin ta fipfrom ſin, 
and to follow aſter ſin? But theſe men J per⸗ 
teiue would faing make S. Paul a lper: foz be 
ſaith, A man hath e eee he be 
carefull afterward to pleaſe God: iheꝑ ſap they 


doe repent, and haue repented, although ther 
liue neuer ſo wꝛetchedip, and careleſly. But 
when alllicentions« lewd liuers, filthy whoze- 
mongers, beaſtly belly-gods, and careleſſe cats 
fifes, come to the kingdome ol God, and are ſa⸗ 
ued, then ſhall theſe men come alſo with them, 
to be ſaued by careleſſe repentance, 


The 
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The nerfqualitie and cffec ofrepentance is 
named clearing of our ſelues: that is, diſchar⸗ 
ol our ſelues when ſin doth accuſe vs, and 
lay things to our charge: foꝛ when ſin and Sa⸗ 
than do.terrifle the conſcience ofthe pwze peni⸗ 
tent aner, by and by he flyeth vnto God, and 
aſketh foꝛgiueneſſe thzough Jeſus Chziſt, ſo 
cleareth himſelfe, and maketh his Apologie fls 
gainſt ſinne and Sathan: like as a man that is 
pꝛeſented into the Court vpon ſafpition of 


whoꝛdome, oꝛ any other nofozioustrime,muff 


cl&re himſelfe by witneſſe, ol that which is laid 
to his charge: ſ the conſcience that is cited by 
Sathan befazethe iuſtice and iudgement ſeate 
of God, cleareth it ſelfe by repentance, and aſs - 
keth foꝛgiueneſſe thaough Jeſus Chꝛiſt. S0 
that here we may ſe a wonderful fruit of a pe- 
nitent conſcience:it cannot abide the accuſation 

of ſin, it cannot be quiet till it be reconciled vn 
to God, and lo haue peace with it ſelle. Fog 


this is to be noted in the godly man, that wum 


he hath committed anp fin, and his conſeiente 
telleth him ofit, by and by he feeles lead within 
him, and is all heauy and cannot lepe quietly 
till he haue gotten into ſome toner, where he 
may mourne ⁊ lament to the full. conſeſte and 
lay open himſclfe vnto God, and ſo cltere him⸗ 
ſelfe thꝛough Jeſus Chꝛiſt, his conſcience befs 
ring him witnes that his ſin is loꝛgiuen. Mher⸗ 


20 A Sermon 
as confrariwile, the vngodly man, when his 
conſcienceaccuſeth him of ſinne he diſpatcheth 
away all ſuch thoughts, and treadeth them vn⸗ 
der ft: and by t᷑ by culleth foz a paire of Cards 
+ 02 Tables, oꝛ ſome mertp companion to dzine 
-awap time, and to put out all ſuch thoughts 
"out of his head : and ſo tndeedc hie encreaſcth 
them moꝛe and moze , and cauſcth them to 
'rankle inwardlyp. 
The third qualitie is called Indignation: 

that is, a moꝛtal and deadly hatred againſt fin, 
and when a man doth ſhudder and ſhake, and 
as it were, grind his teeth at theremembꝛance 
of his fins: foꝛ thts is alwayes in the penitent 
perſon, to loath and abhoꝛre all ſinne from his 
heart, both his owne ſinnes;and the ſinnes ot 
others; and to hate it as the Diuell hemſelke, 
which is the authoꝛ of it; and to flye from it as 
from the very cut:th:oat and hang · man ol his 
ſdule; and to know it to be the onely thing that 
bltndeth, and hardeneth, that leperateth from 
God, and pꝛocureth all plagues and diſeaſes, 
both of body and ſoule agamſt vs. Zherefo:e 
hs ſpitteth at it in deſtance, and diſdaineth it, 
and ſtoppeth his noſe at the ſtinke of it, where 
ſoeuer he ſnielleth it. 

The fourth thing is Feare, which is a cer⸗ 
faine aweof God, when aman is afraid to dif 


Neale him ; foz the penitent perſon feareth al- 
WU 
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wayes jand being pꝛiup to his owne infirmitte 


and weaknes (when God neuer ſotittie with⸗ 


nawethyhis grace and leaueth him alone) woꝛ⸗ 


Meth bis ſaluation With fearc and trembling: 


He will not pꝛeſume vpon fozmer grate to 
commit any ſin, oꝛ flatter himſelfe in the mers 
ty o God, and the things that he hath already 


taſted of Od, to yteld to ſome little ſinne, thin 
king he may do that x be the childe of God wel 


enough, becauſe ſome of Gods childꝛen haue 
fallen into greater: but rather hee trembleth 
at che leaſt motion of fin, and is afraid of the 
temptation which Satan trappeth in the way, 
and is akreid when the temptations of ſin art 
vpon him, to ſatiſfie the hunger of ſn: but ras 
ther he fighteth againff fin when fin fighteth as 
gainſt him. pꝛeſenteth the feare of God befoze 
his etes(as godly Joſeph in the aſſault of Port- 
pherswife)to be as it were a tower of defence, 
t welſpzing of life to auotd the ſnares of death. 

The fift thing is Delire, that is, hungring 
and thirſting after righteouſneſe. Foz the pe⸗ 
nitent man is rauiſhed with deſire ef god 
things: he deſireth to be enery dap better then 
other, he deſtreth to leaue euer day ſome fin, 
hedeſireth to pꝛav . he beſirethnew knowledge 
and new -vaderffanving-of heauenly things. 
Ye deftreth to heare Sermons, 2 wi'l ſtraine 
himſelte to heare them. He defireth the tom. 


pany 
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pany of the godly, thinking himſelfe in heauen 
when he ts amonglt them, He deſireth theſal, 
nation of his very enemies, and pzapeth fo; 
chem. All theſe, and many other ach like de- 
fires are in the penitent man. 

Che firt qualitie is Zeale, which confilfethin 
the earneft embzacing of vertue, and hatred of 
vice:ſo that the penitent perſon is zealous ofe- 
nery god thing, zeaions of Gods glozy in all 
places, in all companigs, and amongſt all per- 
ſons. He cannot abide that Gods honoz ſhould 
be tmpeached, oꝛ his name biaſphemed,,oz his 
glozy trampled vnder fot by wicked men: but 
will open his mouth to repꝛoue the wicked, & 
ſtand ſtoutly in the defence of Gods glozp, De 
is not like the Atheiſts and diſſemblers, which 
are alwaies as the company, that is, godly a⸗ 
monglt the godly, a Pꝛoteſtant amongſt Pz#- 
teſtants, wicked among the wicked; a Papiſt 
amongſt Papiſts, a woziviing amongſt wozid- 
lings, and a ſwearer amongſt (wearers.a wea⸗ 


ther · cocke that turneth with euerp wind. The 


penitent man, 4 ſay, is not of that ſtampe:but 
he is tonſtant and zealous in all god things: he 
Is zealous both againſt the pleaſures and pꝛo⸗ 
fits of ſinne: though he might win a whole 
wozld, oz pleaſure himſelfe neuer ſo much by 
committing ſinne againſt God, vet he will re⸗ 
aten he hath learned from Chꝛiſts * 
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thatif ſhall not pꝛoſit a man to win the whole 
ld, and fs loſe his owne ſoule. 

Che laſt thing is Revenge : that is, the peni⸗ 
tent perſon is ſooffended with the fin he hath 
committed, that he wil berenenged ofhimſelfe 
fozif. As foz example, if hee haue offended in 
glutfony, he will reuenge himſelfe by faſting 
two oz thace dates after. It he haue offended in 
whoꝛdome, he will be revenged of bis luſts by 


he haue offended in couetous catching and pol⸗ 
ling of other mens gods, he will be reuenged 
on himſelfe by reſtitution, as was godly t pcs 
nitent Zacheus;and this indeed is a ſpecial fruit 
of repentance, fo refozme our lelues in thoſe 
things wherein we haue moſt offended. Now 
then we ſer ( my deere bꝛethꝛen) what lyeth in 
the belly ofrepentance, and which be her in⸗ 
wards, ſo that we muſt nerds now tome to the 
vnlacing and vnbowelling of Chꝛiſts wozds : 
Except ye repent(ſatth he)ye ſnal al periſh:thaf 
is, except ye haus this fozenamed Care, yon ſhal 
all be damned: ercept ye hane this Clearing of 
your ſelues, pou ſhall be damned: Except vou 
haue this Indignation, pou ſhall be danmed: 
Except you haus this Feare, you ſhall be dam- 
ned: Extept pou haue this Deſire, you ſhall all 
be damned: Except you haue this Zeale, you 
Hall all be damned : Except you haue this 

r Reuenge, 
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Reuenge vou ſhal all be damned: * dur Sa 
uiour Chꝛiſt doth not ſpeak ofthe bare name of 
Repentance, but of Kepentance with her fur- 
niture and appurtenances ; fo that whoſocuer. 
hath not Repentance with all her qualities 
and effects, oꝛ at leaſt ſome meaſure oł them, he 
hath no Repentance indeed, and therefoꝛe ſhail 
be damned: For except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
perith. But me thinketh that J heareſome 
man ſap: here is nothing but damnation, dam⸗ 
nation, you pzeach nothing but the Law ; let 
bs heare of the Goſpel!. Pp bꝛethzen, J pꝛo⸗ 
teſt vnto pou, that J ſpeake in loue whatſo⸗ 
ener I ſpeake,J deſire the ſaluation of you all. 
If A could win but tws of all this congregati⸗ 
on J would count my ſeife happy, and thinke 
that God had greatly bleſſed mp labours. And 
bndoubtedly, if J knelv any neerer wap to 
b:zing you vnto God then by pꝛeaching thelaw 
to make yon know pour ſelues, ſurelp, ſurelp, J 
would vſe it: 02 if I could be perſwaded that 
the pꝛeaching of the Goſpels mercy would do 
you mo2e god, pon ſhould heare of nothing 
bat Goſpel, Goſpel, Perep, Mercy. But alas, 
I ſee that euerp careleſſe and ignoꝛant man 
pꝛeſumeth vpon Gods mercp, ſe that euery 
filthy liuer, and notoztous blaſphemer, abus 
ſeth Gods mercy, in applying it to himſelfe 
with out repentance, ſo that they would: pay 
ods 
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Gods merty a cloake fox their ſins, J ſie that 
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every man would feine be flattered in fin, and 
heare of it no moze, but haue the Goſpell 
preached « which indede belongeth, not vnta 
them continuing in their tubboznneclle , but 
onely to the penitent finner which fozfaketh' 
himſeife, and groaneth and panteth vader the 
burthcn of his fin. Zhcrefoze when I (& pon 
humbled with the conſcience of pour fins; and 

groane and pant vnder the burthen of them: 

when J ſee pour faces blubbered with: wes: 
ping. and your hearts mollified , and ſozroos⸗ 
ing with care, then will J comfe2t-you, and! 
ceaſe to pꝛeach the Law. But I pꝛap vou, Iwill 
you ſteale, murther, and commit adulter, and 

yet heare ofmercy: Mill pou mocke, ſweare, 

blaſpheme and raple, and pet heare of-merey? 
Will pou ſerue ſin, hate vertue,e follow pour 

owne luſts, + yct heare of merty? Mould pou 
haue plaiſters befoꝛe you haue wounds: would 

you haue Phyſicke befoze you be ficke 2. 

Would pou be let bloud befoze pou haue ned: 
Wonld pon not account him a foliſh Phyſi⸗ 
tian that will miniſter Pbyſicke to a whole 
man:? Would pon not thinke him an vnſkilfall 
Chirurgion, that will apply a gentle ſalue fo 
an old ſeſtered ſoze, and not rather coꝛzy it? 
Then know pou my bꝛethʒen, that becauſe you 
xe full ofgroſſe humoꝛs, you muſt haue ſtrong 
pzurgations, . 


! 
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purgations, betaufe pon are full of old fefferey 


wonnds, you muſt haue toꝛroſtue ſalues, foz 


that is beſt foz pou, and the ſpœdieſt wap to 
recouer pour health: and fozaſmach as pot be 
rough hoꝛſes, vou muſt haue a rough rider, and 
hard knobby timber muff haue hard wedges, 
and hard rokes with a beefle. We pꝛeach the 
lawtod2tue you fo Chriſt, we pꝛeach iudgment 
to make you fo ſceke mercy,we pꝛeach damn 
tion to-bzing pou to ſaluation. But fo pꝛeach 
mercy t fozgiuenes,befozemen ſe their ſins,oz 
know their miſery by the pꝛeaching of the law, 
is to pꝛeach the Goſpell vnpzolitably: Foz he 
that is ignoꝛant of the law knoweth not what 
miſery is in himſell, noꝛ what mercy is in God. 

What father is ther e, who ik his child ſhould 
play the ffabbozne bop, and diſobey him in e⸗ 
nery thing he commandeth, would roke his 
head and fay he were a god boy?and not rather 
ſeuerely cozrecthim,and whip him with a rod? 
What maffer will commend his ſeruant foz 
doing what he liſt, and not what he comman⸗ 
deth him; euen ſo we wap not diſobey and dot 
euill, and looke to be flatfered to, and not rather 


chidden. Let vs know then⸗ that although God 


vle ſearing lanting, oz cozſing and ſearching of 
the bones, and other violent remedies: yet in 
the meane while he pzocureth our health by 
them. And let vs farther vnderſtand, that fo2- 
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ag.much- as: therec(s: wane; other meanes-to 
aw vs * — by: the; deanſing af att 
aur vices And 
done but by 


be lame cleanſing cannot be 
te wohen webe warned un 
the doctrine of, &þe:Law,ſ9'as.0ur ne gen 
ſciences accuſe ron ewellfobe 
28 
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Gould hold it in ſecret, and it an ty 
dare the letting on, if wer . 
ted be men, and in the means fraſan the hoas 
peuly Judge ſhould thunder donne vyon vs. 
i; Wherefoze;;: when any man counneth t a 
Hermon, let him firſt and ſozmoſt x "hs 
terkoning ta be rebuked, as mtet it is, 
. 
nd il he 
him lay them away from bim, aſturing 
ſeife elſe that he is feze-clofed> ſa ſhall ene 
receiue the doctrine to his pꝛoñt and inlfrndts 
on: andiit him be content to haue his ſoares 
rubbed and bewꝛayed that he map the baought 
to that whicheis ſoꝛ his welfere, At any man 
pteaſe a ſicke hoy hat ſhalt became gf hime 


un he giue him dzinke every minnte of an 
C houre? 
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houre : wall he giue him wine, whereas hes 
chould giue hin water? Wall he gine him ſal- 
lets? it were the next wap to popſon him. To 
be thozt, it is tertaine that a man voth al wales 
lecke his own death, when he would haue men 
to ſestth him. But now, which is better? either 
tbat he which hath the oꝛdering ola ſick man, 
would yeald fo all bis deffres, oz that he ſhould 
bꝛidle him, notwithanding that he chale and 
gnach his kerth, becauſe he may not haue his 
wilt in his deſires: You ſee therfoze howvan- 
gerous a thing it is to flatter and raiſe vp 
men with the pꝛesching of Morty, beloꝛe they 
haue bene caſt downe with the ſence of Gods 
iudgement. Ceaſe therefoze, to open pour 
— open erte ouer 4 

wing: They peach nothing but tho Law,the 
Law, Damnation, Damnation, vnleſte ve will 
take in Chꝛilk ts, and male hi one of the 
number, and accuſe him of want of wiſedome: 
betauſe he pzoacheth and ctyeth out, that who- 
ſoener repentethg not wall de condemned. Foz 
mip part, A pꝛeach the Goſpeil to whom ths 
Golpell belongeth, and the Law te whom'ths 
Law belongeth. and iudgment to whom iung⸗ 
ment appertaitieth. And therefoze hold your 
peace; and be content to be raledby the wiſe- 

ome of God. Butnow letvsp:oceede to the 
third general point, which is the time * 


— 
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ſhal repent. The holyGhdff in the Scriptures 
pointeth vs to the pzeſent time, and exhozteth 
vs to make that the time of our repentance 2 
loel 2.12.Therefozealfonow the Toꝛd ſaith: 
Turne you vnto me with all your heart, with 
faſting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
Likewiſe in the 3. chapter to the Hebrews. Ex- 
hort one another whileit is called to day, leaſt 
any of you be hardned through the 12 
nelle of ſin. And in the ſame chapter: To day if 
ye wil heare his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the prouocation. ' So that now, euen 
nobo, euen now is the time of our repeatance.; 
Now whflft he talloth, now whil he ſpeak⸗ 
eth, now whiltt he lmocketh ; let vs now thets 
foze heare, let vs now therefoze obep, let vs 
now thereleze redeeme this dap, this'pzefenf 
Wedneſvdap, which haue toꝛze⸗ſlo does ſo many 
daies, which haue lo long hardenen our hearts, 
which hne let ſo many god things runne out 
and ſpilt bofides : let vs take vp this dax, and 
make it che day of our ropentance. Although 
we could neuer be moned with any Sermon 
hitherts,yettetvs now be moued once-ablaff, 
Let vs now ſay, this that be my day of repens 
fance,J wilidefer itno longer, but now wil 1 
turns ——— God, un res — 
wicked wates, and mine own imaginations: A 
wil now thange the „ my ang 


56 - A'Sermopri: : 
fttew ngaine. J will be acquainfed with Gods 
woꝛd, and take counſel there how to do, how to 
behaue my ſelte in euery action, 4 wil not only 
teloꝛme my ſelle, but alſo my whole houſhold, 
wikfe,chitdzen and ſeruants, accoꝛding vnto the 
ſame. Thus my diere ethꝛen, J beſꝭch vou 
— poſe in pour harts without any further de, 
ayꝛt be not like to Epitures and flack:graces, 
which ſap, Youth will be vonthfull, and youth 
will haue a courſe, and what ſhould we make 
it ſo holy when we are yang; tuſh, there needs 
but a ſigh an hours befoze death, let vs be mer⸗ 
rp now, we ſhall neuer be younger, te will 
repent when we are old · As though poꝛ ſoules 
they had Nepentance in their ſlceues, and at 
their commandement, and that they could re⸗ 
pent when they liſt. Q o, no, thoſe fellowes ſhal 
pay fu their pꝛeſumption: fo Gad mill giue 
them ouer to hardnes of hart and impeniten⸗ 
tie, becauſe they toe ſa much vpon them, and 
made fo long delapes that in the meant ſraſon 
they might enioy the pꝛalits and nitalaxes of 
ſin. Therefoꝛe god bzethzen; let vs nut put it 
off fram day to days but let v8 now: ficke the 
Loꝛd whilſt hee maybe found, and tall vpon 
him whiſt hee is neere:let vs take time while 
time is, foꝛ time and tide tarryeth foʒ no man: 
Let vs know this to be the time ol our viſita⸗ 


tion. Dur Bauioz 2 wept ouer Jeruſalem, 
becauſe 
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becauſe they knew not the time of their viſts: 
tation. Me repzoued the Jewes becauſe they 
cpuld diſcerne the fate ot the hie, bat could 
not diſcerne the ſignes ofthe times. And ſurelp 
in the end it will turne to dur destruction, if 
we will not know this to be the day of mercp, 
the time of grate, uhtrin Gad ſtretcheth fozth 
his hand vnto vs, and wildame crieth gut in the 
ſtrets.Therfoze now whilſt we haue the light 
let vs walke as childaen of the light, che night 
tommeth when no man tan woꝛke. Ap hall be 
te late to call foz merep after this lite when 
the gates bfmercy are ſhut vs, and repentance 
will be to late. Oh derre Chꝛiſtians, lat vs re- 
member the fine foliſh virgins; which becauſe 
they oner-ſlowed the time, had heauen gates 
barred vp againſt them. Let vs alſo remember 
the fearefull and dolefull example of the rich 
Glutton, which being in hell toꝛmentg, pelled 
and pelped foz the leaſt eaſe and helpe that 
might be; and could not haue it. An hundzed 
thonſand times thcrefoze better it is foz vs, to 

leaue our ins now, to mourne foz them now, 
t now to repent, then hereafter, alas, when it 
ſhal be to late:better nolo a great deal to take 
ſome paines, to ſtraine our ſelues to leaue our 
ſins, and to make our hearts (mart foz them, 
then to be condemned foz euer, and to cry in 
the bottome of hell: Wee haue wearyed our 
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ſelues in the way of wickednes and deſtruction 
and we haue gone thꝛough dangerous wales, 
but we haue not knowne the way of the Lond. 
What hath pꝛide pꝛofited vs: oz what pꝛoũt 
hath the pomp of riches bought vs; All theſe 
things are paſſed away like a ſhadom, and as a 
Poſt that paſſCedby.UWe haue ſet our ſelues as 
gainft the childzen of God, we haue had them 
in deriſton, and in a parable of repzoach : wa 
foles thought their life madnes,and their end 
with viſhanoz: but lo, they are counted amongit 
the childzen of God, t their poztion is amongit 
the Saints: therefoꝛe let vs know the time of 
our calling, and let vs not be wozlſe then the 
fowlos of the apꝛe:the Turtle, the Crane, and 
the Swallow, obſerne the time ol their com- 
ming: the hulbandman taketh his time, the 
Marriner watcheth his tides: therefoze let vs 
alſo fake the time, « turns ts the Lozd, whilſt 
it is ſaid to day: Which grace God grant vs. 
Now let vs returne ts the fourth point, 
concerning the cauſes which map moue vs vn- 
to repentaince. Herein J haue obſerued nine · 
ſpectall things. 

Firſt, the great mercy of God leadeth vs vn» 
to repentance, as Rom.. The bountifulnes of 
God leadeth vs vnto repentance, ſaith the fs 
poſtle: God oth continually follow vs with 
his mercies and benefits both — — 
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ſoules t᷑ bodies, wee eee 
we haue not receiued at his hands, we hold a 
that we haus ol him t to him we are behalding 
ſo; all: great is his mercy tawards our bodies, 
t euerp mercy & benefit either towards ſouls 
in body calleth vs to repentance, he giueth vs 
meat, dzinke and cloathing, thele call vs to re⸗ 
pentance : he kepeth vs at his owne coſt and 
charges here below, this calleth vs to repen⸗ 
tance, the Sun, the Pone, and the Stars call 
bs vnto repentance, the birds of the apze, the 
fithes of the ſea,and the fruits of the carth,cry 
out vpon vs both loud and ſhzill; Repent, xe- 
pent: All creatures moue vs vnto repentance: 
Our Creation calleth vs, our Redemption 
teryeth, our Dandtification knocketh, and our 
Election moneth vs to repentance : What 
could God doe moze foz his Uine-pard that he 
hath not done! Therefoze let vs repent. 
Secondly, the iudgements of God moue bs 
vnto repentance , foz all the thanderbolts, 
plagues, and puniſhments, which God hath 
, thzowne done vpon obftinate ſinners, from 
the beginning of the wozid,ars ſomany war- 
ning peces vnto vs, to awake vs out of the 
dead leepe of ſin, and ts pꝛick vs to repentance. 
As in 1 Cor. 10. when the Apoſtle had cited 
diuers great iudgements ol God againſt the 
old Aſraelites foz divers ſins, he coneludeth: 
| C 4 Now 
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Nov all theſe ting came vnitd them for ex. 
amples, and were written to admoriſh vs v hο. 
whom the ends of the world ate come: 0 
that all the iudge ments we read of in the ſerip⸗ 
tures, are as ſo many admonitions, and as it 
were, Cart- ropes to dzaw bs to tepentanct. 
All the iudgements, we reade ot, doe ſar, and 
heare of euerp dap knock with maine ffkrokes, 
beat yowne-right vpon our conſeiences to res 
pentance. The ugly monfers,Frange births, 
duid fiery conſtellations, vnknowhe comets, ſo⸗ 
dame deaths, maruellous d:onghts, vnmen⸗ 
ted ſnowes , hozrible numdatrons, foꝛraine 
wonders, ſtrange "apparitions; thzeatning of 
heaven abone with flaming and ſhwting fire, 
trembling ofthe earth vnder bur feet, and our 
houfts ouer our heads, as of late dayes; What 
are all theſe, but as it were great Cranes with 
beames and table ropes, fo dꝛaw vs to the 
Loꝛd by repentance 7 
Thirdly,theword of God healeth vs to re⸗ 
pentance: Foz às God in the old time ſent his 
Pꝛophets both earely and late to call the re⸗ 
bellidus Jtwrs to repentance: ſo he ſendeth 
abzoad his Pꝛeathers t Peſlengers in theſe 
dayes to ſound vy the Trumpet of his woꝛd, 
and to ring the ſweet bell of Aaron amongſt 
them, toawake them to repentance:but alas 
how lightly arg ether regarded Who 1 
er 
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"their vopce © Bat ſurely this is the laſt tt, 
niedic that Godhath appeinted and if this wil 
not moue vs ta teperitance, if this will not 
ture vs, then are we altogether vncurable. 
Fourthlp, the infinite number. of ſinnes We 
haue committed, ought to be ſo manp ſpurs in 
dur ſides to pꝛicke vs to repentance. It is ſuf- 
ficient (ſaith S. Petet) that we haue ſpent the 
time of our life after the luſts of the Gentiles, 
walking in wantonnetle of luſts, drunkennes, 
gluttony,drinkirigs,and all abhominableido- 
latries. Theretoꝛe it is time now to repent, 
Oh that men would loke back to themſelues, 
as they were foztp, thirty, twenty, 8z ten 
pteres agoe! Dh that they would call to minde 
their open and ſecret uns, and me-thinketh it 
ſhould make their hearts bleede within their 
bellyes, to thinke vpon them! Oh that they 
would conſider how much time thep haue 
miſ- ſpent, and how many god things they 
baue neglected, and altogether omitted! 
Fiftlp, the ſhortneſſe of our life talleth ears 
ncffip vpon vs to repent. The time of our life 
is ſirty peeres and ten, and if they liue to eigh⸗ 
fie yeeres, pet is their ſtrength but labour and 
ſoꝛtow, and ſo it iscut off quicklp, and we flpe 
away ſaith the Pꝛophet Dauid, wæ haue ſpent 
our peres as a thought, therefoze he addeth : 
Teach vs to number our dayes, that wee may 
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apply our hearts to wiſdome. Our life, a the 
choꝛtneſte and inconffancie of if, in the Scrip- 
fures,is compared to grafſe, to a vapour, to 
fmoke,fo a weauers ſhuttle, which glideth a⸗ 
Way ſwiftly, Caen ſo the dates of men paſſeth 
away, yo man knoweth how, Man is of ſhort 
continuance (ſaith Iob) and full of trouble. 
Experience teacheth vs, that to day a man to 
mozrow none. Pente, away we muft all, here 
is no biding place foꝛ vs: how ſone we know 
not. Therefoꝛe let vs repent. 
Sixtly, the ſmall number of thoſe which 
| hall be ſaued, ought to thzuſt vs fozward to 
repentance, Striue to enter in at the narrow 
Gate: for many, I ſay vnto you, will ſeeke to 
enter in, and ſha{ not be able, ſaith Chriſt. Luke 
13. 24. And in another plate he ſaith: The gate 
is ſtraight, and the way narrow that leadeth 
vnto life, and few there be that finde it. At men 
would conſtder of this, it wold make them lol 
better about them, and trie with themſelnes 
whether they be of that (mall number oꝛ no. 
Senenthly,death threatens vs, which is very 
terrible to the fleſh,and the remembꝛance ol it 
very bitter to a man that is ſouſed and ſoked in 
the pleaſures of this woꝛld. Jt flattereth no 
man, it regardeth no perſon, it weigheth no 
friendſhip, it careth not foz rewards it is very 


grim, vglp, and cruell and killeth downe · right 
f | where 
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where it hitteth. Therefoze let vs repent. 
Eightly, the day of iudgement, and ſecond 
appearing of the Son of man, will come as a 
Thefe in the night. in the which the heauens 
ſhall paſſe away with a noiſe, and the Ele- 
ments ſhall melt with heat. and the earth with 
the wozkes that are therein ſhall be burnt bp. 
Seeing therefoze that all theſe things muff bo 
diſſolued, what manner ofperſons ought yer 
fo be in holy (conuerſation, and godlineTe 2 
ſaith S. Peter 2.3.The Lo2d Jeſus ſhallſhew 
himſelfe from heanen with his mightie An- 
gels in flaming fire-rendzing vengeance vnto 
them that know not God, and obeynot vnto 
the Goſpel! ol our Loꝛd Jeſus Chaift,ſaith the 
Apoſtle, 2 Theſ. 1. I ſaw ( ſaith S. Iohn Rev. 20.) 
a great white throne, and one that ſate on it, 
h from whoſe face fled away both the earth and 


nm | the beauen,&theirplace was no more found. 


k And ] ſaw the dead, both great & ſinall, ſtand 
s before God, & the bookes were opened, & ano- 
o, ther boeke was opened, which is the book of 
p life, and the dead were judged of thoſe things 
it which were written in the boołkes, according 
in | to their works; and the ſea gaue vp her dead 
10 which were in her, & death and hell deliuered 
ia | yptheir dead which were in them, &they were 
iudged euery man according to his workes. 


In theſe places we ſer both the ſodainenelle, 
| the 
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the fearfulnes and glozy of Chꝛiſts comming; 
Foz he ſhall not come pwzely and contemptu⸗ 
onfly,as in the firſt vitation,but he ſhal come 
very pztncely, ropallp,and triumphantl p, to the 
great terrour of his enemies; when a conlu⸗ 
ming ſtre ſhall go befoꝛe him, and ten thouſand 
thouſands of Angels wake vpon him at what 
time the kings ofthe earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, andithe chiefs Captains, and 
the mighty men, and euery bond · man, and eue⸗ 
ry free · man, ſhall hide themlelues in dens, and 
amongſt the rocks of mountains, and ſap to the 
rocks and the mountaines; fall on vs, and hide 
vs from the pꝛeſence of him that ſitteth on the 
thꝛone, and from the wꝛath of the Lambe: foz 
the great dap of his wꝛath is come, and who 
can ſtand? Reu.õ. Therefoꝛe let vs repent, 
The laſt thing is Hell torments, then the 
which nothing is moze intollerable. There⸗ 
foze ſaith Chꝛiſt, Mar. 9. If thine hand cauſe 
thee to offend; cut it off, it is better for thee to 
enter into life maymed, then hauing two 
hands to goe into hell, into the fire that neuer 
ſhal be quenched, where the worme dieth not, 
and the fire neuer goeth out. The Scripture 
ſpeaketh terribly to our ſenſes concerning the 
eſtate of the damned perſons, calling it Hell- 
ſire, damnation, the lake that burneth with fire 
and bꝛimſtone foz euer. In the 30. * 


paine is endleſſe, eaſeleſſe, and gemedileſſe. 


ner wears out, noz; their poeres come to an 
end, the longer they continue the {ee hope 
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the Pꝛopheſte of Iſay, it is called Tophet, and 
is euen pꝛepared of old, it is cuen pzepared foz 
the King:he hath made it Teepe and large, the 
burning thereof is fire and much wad, the 
bꝛeath of the Loꝛd, like a river of Bzimffone, 
doth kindle it. Theſe ſpeeches axe terrible in 
our ſelues, and very maruetlloufip amazo vs. 
But if J had the tangues of an hundzed men, 
nay, of an hundzed Angels, yet were J nof 
able to vtter them; as ſome one dap ſhall fele 
them, muth lefſe were pon able ta conteiue 
them. Ik all the tozturss and crueſl tozments 
that can he deuiſed by the wit of man were 
executed vpon ſome one, pet were it nothing 
to this; We poꝛe wꝛetches thinke there is no 
paina to a cholike, oz a cruell ague. But (fall 
cholitks, agues, and all other ſtrange diſeaſes, 
tould poſſibly light vpon one man, it were but 
2 lea · biting to that which is to come. The 


The dapes of their helliſh tozments hall ne- 


they haue: when as man yeres be expired as 


there be men in the wald, and ſtarres in the 


heauens: when as many Wien are 
ended, as there be ſtones and ſands by the ſea- 
ſhoꝛe, yet ſtill there be ten hundzed thouſand 
ene mozs toxome. Tine 
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not now be moued in hearing, ſhall then de 
cruthed in peeces in feeling. All d2unkards, 
ſwearers, whoze-mongers, vſurers, ertoꝛtts⸗ 
ners, lyers, mockers,contemners, ſecure per⸗ 
ſons, iolly fellowes, roiſting ruffians, luffie 
blends, the bzaue lads of this wozld,and all o- 
ther vnbelcencrs,ſhall one dap be appzehended 
and araigned befoze the bar of Gods tribunall 
ſeat, where the Bateſtfe bf God ſhall Rand as 
boue them with a naked ſwoꝛd of vengeance, 
anda Scepter of Juſtice; the diuell, that old 
Hathan, ſhall and on the one fide fo accuſy 
them, and their owne conſcience on the other 
Mdefocondemne them, the gaſping gulfe of 
hell bnderneath them, ready to ſwallow them 
bp foz enermpze. Then ſhall the dzeadtull ſen⸗ 
tence of eternall woe and damnation pꝛociꝛde 
againff them. Goe ye curſed into hell- fire, &c. 
There they ſhal deinke (as tuff recompence of 
their infquity ) the bitter cup of Gods eternall 
wꝛath x indignation in the kingdome of datk- 
neſſe, and in the fearefull pzeſence of Sathan, 
t all the tutſed enemies of Gods grace: where 
the dolefull dzum of Gods anger ſhall ener 
ſound thzongh their eares,whereſhall ener be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, where thall be 
fconfufton, woe, and endlefſe lamentation 
their gripes (hall be ſo great, their grones fo 
diepe, and their garbolles lo infollerable- = 
| cp 
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they ball grin like a dog in their inkernal con⸗ 
nulſons, and with howling t yelling cry out? 
Wo e alas that euer J was boꝛns: Oh that 1 
had neuer bene bozne! oz that my mother has 
bozne me a toad: foz then my condition ſhouly 
haue beene better then it is; Curſed was ths 
time J was begot in, the houre I was concels 
ved in, and the day J ſucked mp mothers pays. 
turſed J was alwates:curſed Jam, t curſed 
ſhall be enermoze. Mo, wos, hold great is my 
tozment: Whoſe heart doth not melt 2 whole 
eares do not glow: whoſe hatres do not ſtand 
bp an his head to heare theſe things? Theres 
fo:edere bzethzen let vs repent. If the meroey 
of God cannot allure vs, let his lndgements 
ſcare vs: It his ludgements catmot ſcare 
let his woꝛd mone vs: It his woꝛd 
move vs, let our ſins amaze bs, if our ſins tan 
not amaze vs, let the ſhoztnes ok our life damp 
bs: Ifthe t<oztnefſe of our life cannot dampe 
vs, let theſmall number of thoſe that ſhall bs 
Caged afrap vs.ifthat cannotafray vs let death 
'terrifle vs: At death cannot terrifle vs, letths 


dap of iudgement ſhake vs: if that cannot- 


Make vs, let hell tozments thunder vs g rend 
vs in peeces: Foz verily my bꝛethꝛen it none 
— theſe can pzeuaile, if wer will not fe 
Al this repent, but be obſtinate, then 
yur all periſh and be damned , nony 
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to Chꝛiſts woꝛds. Now let vs pzoried to ſpeals 
of thoſe things which hinder from repentancg; 
which inded,aithough they be in number init 
nite. pet at this time J will lap fozth ſeuen (pes 
gall lets and hinderances vnto repentance. 
The firff is Vnbeliefe: that is,when men wil 
nat helene ſuch things which are ſpok en and 
A vnto them out of the wozd of God: that 
tis that vomſfeth vp all god things, and noy⸗ 
ſoneth the verp entrailes of a man, and he 


ſame doctring of ſaluation, and doth ſo harden 
men in the wayes of ſin, that in the end they 
become paſt fœling, and cannot be touched one 
whit, eyther with the iudgements 02 merty ol 
God but count the one as blaſts of winde, and 
make the other a couert foz their ftthineſſe. 


You ſhall note ſome men, who when — 
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n thele wines. 
of vnbelit E: ns 42824457 
bo, J hope it is not ſo: J fruſt A wall doe 
enough faz all this, as long as J haue a,ot 
pony p- Bp DANey 
J leave my pleaſures and mp pzofits fo? revs 
ſaping z : Whats doe they thinkenone ſhall be 
ſaved but ſuch üs read the Scriptures. , an 
heate Hermans: God fozbid, but tboſe Which: 
doe not go to heare Sermous ſhould be ſaued. 
as wellas thi a why, may not one ſerus Gad 
* nes e ö 
g p comming 
BET to heare Sermons and Seruite⸗ Alas 
ſe men ſtand to much in their owne light, 
ad bewzay what folly. and. ignozance is in 
them.. Foz doe they thinke ta be ſaued by any 
other meanes then God hath appointed 7.03, ' 
when os hath- auouched any thing in 1 
they except againſt it, and ſo 
enn ben God hath once ſet dow 
moned it to their faces, will they — 
redly-when Gov hath toldvs,that the pprachs 
Haar he wen he — 
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withall; Loe what thoughts may crepc into 
dur heads, and ho lily Sathan, may trumpe 
in ont wax, and blind feld bs and lead vsawap 
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and renſens. The ſpickedbeare themſelues in 
e they thall winne the game, and that 
Rel ends on their nde, e there is nothing 
hb 9 45 great tri⸗ 
beg 9491 them 024 oke be gi⸗ 
, and that bech „ A err of 
proj gh gh + wp 
anner the whole w ha pp them ti 
Faun death. Thy the Dinellvoth — 
miſt beloꝛe thetr eyes, and cloſelp tad them 
away from repentance. herefo:e deare bzes 


thꝛen, let vs ſtand faſt the woꝛd of che Lozd, 
and not be carried ay,o2 bowed quite down 
with the raging trraine of tbe 75 de, but 
let vs know it to be pne ſpetiall engine of Da · 


than, whereby he dzluerh vsfrom repentance. 
Che fourth let bits repentance is, long cu- 
ſtome of lin:fs; that 'taketh away all ſence and 
feeling of ſinne, and maketh it as it wexe ano- 
ther nature vnto vs,ſo that we may is well al⸗ 
ter nature as ſhake it off, when it is once thus 
ſouldꝛed vnto vs thꝛough long cuſtome. Ther - 
foze it is ſaid, ler. 13.23. Can the blacke More 
change his skinne, or the Leopard his ſpots? 
Then may you alſo do gogd that arg accuſto- 
med to doe euill. ere the P2ophef aftirme 
that it is as hard to cure an old yiſeale, 
bed in the bones, and to remedy a Mitte 
hath biene hotched and tzought p with br, as „ 


to waſh a blacke Poze white,oz. to change the 
ſpots of a Leopard, which cannot be 
— of nature. And ſurelꝑ, try it who 
will, he ſhall finde as hard a matter to leaus an 
old cuſtome, whether it be of (wearing, al ga⸗ 
ming, of lying, of whozing, of euill company, 
02 anx hve me, as to wath an Ethiopian. 
Lherefoze it is wzitten, Prou. 17. Though 
thou ſhiouldſt bray a foole in a morter, among 
Wheate brayed with a peſtle, yet will not his 
fooliſhneile depart rom him. Vs that as long 
as wee are in — with ſinne, the doe of 
repentance is barred again} us. 

The fift hinderance is, long eſcaping of pu- 
niſhment,foz the wicked thereby are hardened 
in ſin, and dꝛiuen off from repentance 2 even 
as an old therfe that hath ſtollen a long time, 
and eſcaped both pziſon and gallowes, is ani⸗ 
mated moꝛe boldly topzoceedin his wickednes, 
thinking he ſhall ſo alwayes eſcape. So many 
filthy and loſe liners goe fozward in their abs 
homination without repentance, thinking that 
becauſe God doth not incontinently puniſh 
them, and ſhew ſome manifcff tudgement and 
ſigne of his wꝛath vpon them, therefoze they 


ſhall be acquited fo2 altogether. Whereas con+ 


frariwiſe, if God ſhould by and by ſtrike them 
downe as ſone as thep had ſinned, by thunde⸗ 
ring vpon one, and lightning vpon another, 
and 
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and raining fire and bztmſtane vpon thethirv» 
- ft would make them afraid, Yereupoy it is 
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facd in 2 Pet. 3. 2. 4. This frſt 7 0 
there ſhaff come in the laſt days, mcker 
which will walke after their lults, and ; 
Where is che promiſe of His commjnb? For 
ſince the Fathers dyed, all things continue 4: 
like from the beginning of the Creation. But 
let theſe men well know, that when God hath 
delayed a long time, and pꝛolonged the ketme 
ofthe wicked, at length her will thew, that al⸗ 
though he wayted foꝛ their repentance, pet he 
koꝛgot not their miſd des, dut regiſtred them 
befoze him, and packed them vp vpon a great 
heape to encreaſe the terrour of his Wrath. 
Che firthinderance is, the beholding of other 
menis ends. Foz when ſome men that haue li⸗ 
ued a wick td and an vngratious life, and haue 
biene notoꝛzious ſinners, euen to the wozle⸗ 
ward fo that euery man could point at them: 
pet if vpon their death bed they can ſay a few, 
god woꝛds, and cry God mercp, and ſap their 
papers, and fozgiue all the woꝛld, and ſo dye 
quietly, it is maruellous to heare how fwlilh 
people ot the wozld will exalt them, and iuſtiſte 
them, ſaying: He made a very god end as any. 
man tauld make, he dyed as qulet as a Lambe, 
and ſet all things in god onder betüze he vyed. 
Hereupon another wicked and 9 — 
arle 
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ir hope of long life. 155 my deere bꝛethꝛen 
oe | I beſcech pou by the merctes of God in the 
ch | bowels of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, that none of all thete 
ie | common lets map ſtay pou fram ſpeedy & vn 
w | faned repentance, but that vou may ouerſlide 
e, them all: leaſt happily you being found with⸗ 

5 out repentance, and taken tardy in pour fins, 
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Honld all perifh and be damned, 7 
to Chzilts ſentence. Wherefoze incont! on, 
lat vs with godly Ezechiah be afraid of Godg 
thzeatnings, ſoꝛrow afoze-hand, ſtand in atot 
of God, examine our conſcientes, mourne fo; 
our ſins, and lament inwardly, that when the 
wicked, who haue ſwimmed in pleaſure here 
below, ſhall enter into their eternall paynes, 
wir may then, J ſay, there haue cu 
peace and reſt: that when Jeſus Chailt ſhall 
appeare from heauen with all his Angels, tua 
may hane crownes of glozy, and raigne wit 
dur God, and our Sauiour his Some, 
his Saints and Angels, in the midiſt of all io 
in the heanens foz enermoze, To the which 
tor her bzing vs all, which hath ſo vearely 
hought bs, Jeſus Chailt the righteous: To 
- pon Hh the Father, and the Poly 
' Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glozv, 
| Pane, Power, Emplce,and 
Dominion, now am 
_ to; evermaze.” 
Amen. 
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